[Pulmonary tuberculosis with cerebellar lesion in a patient after anti-TNF-alpha (infliximab) treatment for rheumatoid arthritis].
We report a case of pulmonary tuberculosis in a 51-year-old Japanese woman, who received treatment with infliximab for active rheumatoid arthritis. She had cough and sputum after the second infusion of the drug, small nodular lesions of right lung field and left lower lobe on her chest CT and a small nodular lesion of right cerebellar lobe on her cranial MRI were identified. Mycobacterium tuberculosis was cultured from her sputum. Therefore, we diagnosed her illness as pulmonary tuberculosis with a cerebellar lesion. The patient was treated with anti-tuberculosis drugs and showed marked improvement in lesions of the lung and brain. We considered this case a tuberculosis reactivation after infliximab treatment because of the short interval between the administration of infliximab and the occurrence of tuberculosis, and the complication of extrapulmonary lesion that suggested brain tuberculoma.